
 

 
 

Conclusions  
from  

the meeting of customs and cross-border inspection authorities and 
businessmen from the Republic of Macedonia and Republic of Greece at the 

border crossing Evzoni/Bogorodica  
 

Gevgelija, December 10th 2012  
 

 
Representatives of the customs administrations of the Republic of Macedonia 

and Greece, through the cross-border inspection offices on both sides, business 
community, represented by business associations of the two countries, as well as 
representatives of national railways and the Port of Thessaloniki, met with the aim 

of promoting and advancing the cross-border flow of goods and efficient cross-
border procedures. The meeting was held on the initiative of the Economic Chamber 

of Macedonia and the Liaison Office of the Hellenic Republic in Skopje and the 
support of the Customs Administration of the Republic of Macedonia, at the border 
crossing Evzoni and Bogorodica (10th December 2012).        

  
The both sides, after the exchanged information on the functioning of cross-

border procedures and presenting the conditions, indicating the bilateral and 
regional importance of the efficient operation of the Corridor 10, recognizing the 
infrastructure and human capacity of border crossings, traffic volume and the 

volume of goods  passing and the total capacity of both national  railways and the 
Port of Thessaloniki, in relation to the following issues reached a consensus in terms 

of taking measures to facilitate and speed up the flow of goods:  
 

- In order to shorten the time of clearance of goods, both sides showed a 

willingness to initiate and reconsider the possibility of joint or clearance at 
one spot. Aware of the system capabilities that are set out by the EU, both 

sides agreed to consider this issue in the framework of the internal resources 
and mandates of the two customs administrations.  

- Both sides to consider the possibility to establish a 24-hours clearance of all 

the goods, including excise goods and simplified procedures. Forming of 
columns with oil derivatives tanks, especially in the summer, is threatening 

the overall security.    
- Physical controls on the very border should be based on risk assessment, 

rather than control of any vehicle. The possibility should be used for control 

of internal territory of the country of entry.  This concerns especially the 
homogeneous shipments of goods.   

- For the purposes of harmonization of phyto-sanitary procedures for the 
transit of consignments subject to phyto-sanitary control, competent 

inspections, State Agricultural Inspectorate, Phyto-sanitary Inspection of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Ministry of Rural Development and the General 



Secretariat of Agrarian and Food Policies – Phyto-sanitary Inspectorate of 
Greece, concluded to exchange relevant documents and to establish regular 

direct communications.  
- The Port of Thessaloniki to consider the possibility to introduce a third shift – 

at no additional costs to implement the operations for loading – unloading 
vessels with conventional/general cargoes, as well as clearance on a regular 
basis and at no additional costs to 22:00 h and on Saturdays, which would 

reduce the pressure of trucks at the border crossing Evzoni in the period 
until 14:00h.  

- The harmonization of the cross-border working time of both railways as well 
as common customs inspections would enhance the efficiency of the 
transport of goods.  

- The adoption of a bilateral convention on cooperation between the two 
national railway companies would encourage the improvement of the 

efficiency of the rail traffic between the two countries and its adaptation to 
the needs of the economy.  

- The two sides welcomed the successful joint project within the IPA Cross-

border Programme, which improve the infrastructure of the road Bogorodica 
– Dojran, and to provide support for further joint initiatives of both customs 

administrations in the use of EU funds, and to promote hard and soft 
infrastructure of cross-border crossings.  

- The participants welcomed the initiative for the meeting and concluded that 
such meetings should continue further, in order to facilitate and speed up 
the cross-border flow of goods.  To that regard, it is proposed the 

establishment of a joint body for the promotion of cross-border transport, 
which would have working groups according to the thematic sectors 

represented in the cross-border controls and operations. President of the 
Association of International Road Transport with an office in Thessaloniki, 
Mr. Apostol Kenanidis suggested the next meeting to be scheduled in 

Thessaloniki in the shortest period of time.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


